Weekly Virtual Visit Intent Statement



Intent: 

What will our pupils experience through their Weekly Virtual Visit at Longcause?

Our Weekly Virtual Visits are intended to enable children to encounter different places around the world that they may not be able to experience in their lifetime. Many children across the country, for many reasons, may not have the opportunity to travel with their families around the world and this can be more commonplace for children with Autism who often have a narrow experience of life outside of their own limited social circles. Our intention is to give them this experience, virtually, to develop an awareness that there are similarities and differences in the way we live compared to the way others live across the globe. Whether it be climate, food, language, living conditions or customs. Children will have experiential knowledge of different places of the world. 


Why do we want this? 

So that our pupils begin to understand: 

· The world around them
· Different cultures
· Different countries and their customs and beliefs
· Differences and similarities in our own landmarks, flags, languages, weather and food


Implementation:

Weekly Virtual Visit is timetabled for Explorers Plus and Adventurers and will be taught through a range of countries, cities and towns. Their journey will start with places that are relevant to their daily life before widening to different cities and towns in their county. They will then expand this to places in England, places in the United Kingdom and Europe before visiting the other continents of the world. 
This will be delivered using a range of methods from online drone footage and Virtual Reality headsets to images of foods, celebrations and landmarks, to learning key words or phrases in the different languages. 
Pupils will also refer to learning that they have undertaken in other subjects such as Geography, RE, Catering, History and Science as a cross curricular learning experience.


Impact: 

We want the Weekly Virtual Visit to give the children a better understanding that the world is not the same everywhere but that this is a good thing. That there are similarities and differences in the way that people live and that aspects of their lives are impacted from other cultures, such as certain foods and traditions. Over time, pupils will develop increased curiosity, confidence and understanding when encountering new places, people and experiences.
